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ONCE  OWNED   BY  CARDINAL  WOLSEY                        Photochrom.

This picture shows the front of Knole House, Sevenoaks, one of several great English houses
which, in recent years, have been handed to the National Trust to be preserved for the nation.
Originally built before the fifteenth century, it became one of Cardinal Wolsey's homes and
was taken from him by Henry VIII. Queen Elizabeth gave it to Thomas Sackville later. The
massive gateway is probably the oldest portion of the structure which was rebuilt in the seven-
teenth century.

and even the names of the plasterers
themselves have come down to us. One
of the best-known was James Dungan,
the King's plasterer, while another was
Charles Williams, and a third was called
Cobb, all true English names. There is
a letter in existence from Sir William
Cavendish, who wrote from Hardwick to
ask for the services of " the cunning plas-
terer who had made divers pendants and
flowered the Hall at Longleat." Hard-
wick Hall was built by the Countess of
Shrewsbury, known as Bess of Hard-
wick, and though finished in 1597,
remains very much as it was in the
sixteenth century. It contains hunt-
ing scenes modelled very beautifully
in plaster.

How a Style Committed Suicide.

For centuries the art of building grew
naturally.   As we have seen, the Gothic

arch succeeded the Norman because it
gave greater scope to the builder.
Each fresh step was based on the use of
some new material or some new social
demand (as, for instance, when chim-
neys followed a mere hole in the roof).
It is an interesting point that these
various changes came about almost at
the same date in different countries.
Then came the Renaissance which
was based on the revival of ancient
learning. The literature of classic
times was found to be so greatly
superior to that of the day that a
belief grew up that the ancient archi-
tecture must be equally superior to the
Gothic art then practised, and everyone
went mad on it. The classic orders
were exalted as if they were divine, and
it was supposed that nothing could be
better.
You can easily see what the result